THE CHALLENGE OF FACTS1
QOCIALISM is no new thing. In one form or another
^ it is to be found throughout all history. It arises
from an observation of certain harsh facts in the lot of
man on earth, the concrete expression of which is poverty
and misery* These facts challenge us. It is folly to try to
shut our eyes to them. We have first to notice what
they are, and then to face them squarely.
Man is born under the necessity of sustaining the
existence he has received by an onerous struggle against
nature, both to win what is essential to his life and to
ward off what is prejudicial to it. He is born under a
burden and a necessity. Nature holds what is essential
to him, but she offers nothing gratuitously. He may
win for his use what she holds, if he can. Only the most
meager and inadequate supply for human needs can be
obtained directly from nature. There are trees which
may be used for fuel and for dwellings, but labor is re-
quired to fit them for this use. There are ores in the
ground, but labor is necessary to get out the metals and
make tools or weapons. For any real satisfaction, labor
is necessary to fit the products of nature for human use.
In this struggle every individual is under the pressure
of the necessities for food, clothing, shelter, fuel, and
every individual brings with him more or less energy
for the conflict necessary to supply his needs. The rela-
tion, therefore, between each man's needs and each man's
energy, or "individualism/* is the first fact of human
life.
1 Written in the 1880's. Original title was Socialism.